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Domestic Violence (DV)

❖ “Physical, psychological, sexual, economic, and other forms of  
violence and abuse within the family or domestic context, including both 
violence against adults (partners, elders, adult children, or adult siblings) 
& minors (children and adolescents)”

• Abdo et al., 2020; Kourti et al., 2021; Pentaraki & Speake, 2020

• Greater scholarly interest

➢Primary research & Systematic reviews



Methods
A Systematic Meta-Review



Inclusion Criteria

1. Reviewed the existing literature on DV & the Covid-
19 pandemic.

2. Systematic Reviews with/without a Meta-Analysis

✓Searched a minimum of  one or more databases, in 
conjunction with either reference checking, hand-
searching, citation searching, or contact with authors 
(Cervero & Gaines, 2015; Jaspers et al., 2011; Gibson et al., 2011)

3. Published in peer-reviewed journals



Search Strategies
❖Preferred Reporting Item for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses (PRISMA) guidelines (Moher et 

al., 2009). 

❖Systematic reviews published up to February 2022.

• Combinations of  the Keywords
o (“COVID-19” OR “SARS-CoV-19” OR “SARS-CoV-2” OR “2019-nCoV” OR “novel 

coronavirus” OR “coronavirus”) AND (“domestic violence” OR “domestic abuse” OR “family 
violence” OR “intimate partner violence” OR “abuse” OR “maltreatment” OR “vulnerability” OR 
“assault”). (Kourti et al., 2021; Piquero et al., 2021) AND [(systematic review) or (synthesis) or 
(literature review) or (meta-analysis)]

• Databases
o Criminal Justice Abstracts, Criminology: A Sage Full-Text Collection, Sociological Abstracts, 

PsychINFO, MEDLINE, Social Science Abstracts, Psychological & Behavioral Science Collection, 
Health and Safety Science Abstracts, and Current Contents

• Google Scholar

• Specialty Journals: Trauma, Violence, & abuse; Aggression and Violent Behavior; Child Abuse and Neglect 

• Referencing Tree





Data Extraction & Coding

• Recurring themes
➢Implications for policy and future research

• Review Protocol
o Independently extracted and coded information

• Meta-Aggregation Screening & Coding Procedure (Wilson et 
al., 2019)
oA set of  predetermined thematic codes informed by the CH literature

oAdditional/modified thematic codes during the coding process



























Limitations

➢Gray literature

• Selection bias: the representativeness of gray literature (Tsuji et al., 

2020). 

• Quality of unpublished studies (Kim, 2022, Pratt, 2010).

➢A synthesis of systematic reviews

• Loss of information in the progress from primary studies, 
systematic reviews, and then to the systematic meta-review 
(Gibson et al, 2011). 

✓Primary study check – ex. Definitions



Future Systematic Reviews

1. Assessment of best policies & practices

2. Heterogeneous perpetrators, victims, & circumstances

3. Meta-analysis: Estimating the population effect size

1) Impacts of protection measures (Piquero et al., 2021).

➢ Moderators: Data Source; victim-offender relationship

2) Risk & protective factors with ecological framework (Kim. 2022) 

➢ Before vs. during the pandemic




